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1 Kings Chapter 19  

15 And the LORD said unto him: 'Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus; and when thou comest, 

thou shalt anoint Hazael to be king over Aram; 16 and Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over 

Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. 17 And it shall 

come to pass, that him that escapeth from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay; and him that escapeth from the sword 

of Jehu shall Elisha slay. 18 Yet will I leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, 

and every mouth which hath not kissed him.'  

 

2 Kings Chapter 8 

7 And Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-hadad the king of Aram was sick; and it was told him, saying. 'The man 

of God is come hither.' 8 And the king said unto Hazael: 'Take a present in thy hand, and go meet the man of God, 

and inquire of the LORD by him, saying: Shall I recover of this sickness?' 9 So Hazael went to meet him, and took a 

present with him, even of every good thing of Damascus, forty camels' burden, and came and stood before him, and 

said: 'Thy son Ben-hadad king of Aram hath sent me to thee, saying: Shall I recover of this sickness?' 10 And Elisha 

said unto him: 'Go, say unto him: Thou shalt surely recover; howbeit the LORD hath shown me that he shall surely 

die.' 11 And he settled his countenance stedfastly upon him, until he was ashamed; and the man of God wept. 12 

And Hazael said: 'Why weepeth my lord?' And he answered: 'Because I know the evil that thou wilt do unto the 

children of Israel: their strongholds wilt thou set on fire, and their young men wilt thou slay with the sword, and wilt 

dash in pieces their little ones, and rip up their women with child.' 13 And Hazael said: 'But what is thy servant, 

who is but a dog, that he should do this great thing?' And Elisha answered: 'The LORD hath shown me that thou 

shalt be king over Aram.' 14 Then he departed from Elisha, and came to his master, who said to him: 'What said 

Elisha to thee?' And he answered: 'He told me that thou wouldest surely recover.' 15 And it came to pass on the 

morrow, that he took the coverlet, and dipped it in water, and spread it on his face, so that he died; and Hazael 

reigned in his stead. 

2 Kings Chapter 9  

1 And Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets, and said unto him: 'Gird up thy loins, and take this 

vial of oil in thy hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead. 2 And when thou comest thither, look out there Jehu the son of 

Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go in, and make him arise up from among his brethren, and carry him to an 

inner chamber. 3 Then take the vial of oil, and pour it on his head, and say: Thus saith the LORD: I have anointed 

thee king over Israel. Then open the door, and flee, and tarry not.' 4 So the young man, even the young man the 

prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead. 5 And when he came, behold, the captains of the host were sitting; and he said: 'I 

have an errand to thee, O captain.' And Jehu said: 'Unto which of us all?' And he said: 'To thee, O captain.' 6 And he 

arose, and went into the house; and he poured the oil on his head, and said unto him: 'Thus saith the LORD, the God 

of Israel: I have anointed thee king over the people of the LORD, even over Israel. 7 And thou shalt smite the house 

of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge the blood of My servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the 

LORD, at the hand of Jezebel. 8 For the whole house of Ahab shall perish; and I will cut off from Ahab every man-

child, and him that is shut up and him that is left at large in Israel. 9 And I will make the house of Ahab like the 

house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasa the son of Ahijah. 10 And the dogs shall eat 

Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury her.' And he opened the door, and fled. 11 Then 

Jehu came forth to the servants of his lord; and one said unto him: 'Is all well? wherefore came this mad fellow to 

thee?' And he said unto them: 'Ye know the man and what his talk was.' 12 And they said: 'It is false; tell us now.' 

And he said: 'Thus and thus spoke he to me, saying: Thus saith the LORD: I have anointed thee king over Israel.' 13 

Then they hastened, and took every man his garment, and put it under him on the top of the stairs, and blew the horn, 

saying: 'Jehu is king.' 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Excerpts from Macbeth 

 
From Act 1 Scene III: Macbeth and Banquos encounter the witches  

 

MACBETH  Speak, if you can: what are you? 

First Witch  All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee, thane of Glamis! 

Second Witch  All hail, Macbeth, hail to thee, thane of Cawdor! 

Third Witch  All hail, Macbeth, thou shalt be king hereafter! 

BANQUO Good sir, why do you start; and seem to fear 

Things that do sound so fair? I' the name of truth, 

Are ye fantastical, or that indeed 

Which outwardly ye show? My noble partner 

You greet with present grace and great prediction 

Of noble having and of royal hope, 

That he seems rapt withal 

 
From Act 1 Scene V:  

 

Enter LADY MACBETH, reading a letter  
'They met me in the day of success: and I have learned by the perfectest report, they have more in them than 

mortal knowledge. When I burned in desire to question them further, they made themselves air, into which 

they vanished. Whiles I stood rapt in the wonder of it, came missives from the king, who all-hailed me 

'Thane of Cawdor;' by which title, before, these weird sisters saluted me, and referred me to the coming on 

of time, with 'Hail, king that shalt be!' This have I thought good to deliver thee, my dearest partner of 

greatness, that thou mightst not lose the dues of rejoicing, by being ignorant of what greatness is promised 

thee. Lay it to thy heart, and farewell.' 

 

Glamis thou art, and Cawdor; and shalt be 

What thou art promised: yet do I fear thy nature; 

It is too full o' the milk of human kindness 

To catch the nearest way … Hie thee hither, 

That I may pour my spirits in thine ear; 

 

 

And chastise with the valour of my tongue 

All that impedes thee from the golden round, 

Which fate and metaphysical aid doth seem 

To have thee crown'd withal 

 
From Act 1 Scene VII:  

 

MACBETH  

If it were done when 'tis done, then 'twere well 

It were done quickly … I have no spur 

To prick the sides of my intent, but only 

Vaulting ambition, which o'erleaps itself 

And falls on the other. 

… Enter LADY MACBETH … 

We will proceed no further in this business: 

He hath honour'd me of late; and I have bought 

Golden opinions from all sorts of people, 

Which would be worn now in their newest gloss, 

Not cast aside so soon. 

• From Act II Scene II 

 

MACBETH  

Methought I heard a voice cry 'Sleep no more! 

Macbeth does murder sleep', the innocent sleep, 

Sleep that knits up the ravell'd sleeve of care, 

The death of each day's life, sore labour's bath, 

Balm of hurt minds, great nature's second course, 

Chief nourisher in life's feast  …  

Still it cried 'Sleep no more!' to all the house: 

'Glamis hath murder'd sleep, and therefore 

Cawdor 

Shall sleep no more; Macbeth shall sleep no 

more.' 

 

 
• From Act III Scene IV: 

 

MACBETH 

… I am in blood 

Stepp'd in so far that, should I wade no more, 

Returning were as tedious as go o'er: 

Strange things I have in head, that will to hand; 

Which must be acted ere they may be scann'd. 



 
 

2 Kings Chapter 9  

14 So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired against Joram.--Now Joram had been guarding 

Ramoth-gilead, he and all Israel, because of Hazael king of Aram; 15 but king Joram was returned to be healed in 

Jezreel of the wounds which the Arameans had given him, when he fought with Hazael king of Aram.--And Jehu 

said: 'If this be your mind, then let none escape and go forth out of the city, to go to tell it in Jezreel.' 16 So Jehu 

rode in a chariot, and went to Jezreel; for Joram lay there. And Ahaziah king of Judah was come down to see Joram. 

17 Now the watchman stood on the tower in Jezreel, and he spied the company of Jehu as he came, and said: 'I see a 

company.' And Joram said: 'Take a horseman, and send to meet them, and let him say: Is it peace?' 18 So there went 

one on horseback to meet him, and said: 'Thus saith the king: Is it peace?' And Jehu said: 'What hast thou to do with 

peace? turn thee behind me.' And the watchman told, saying: 'The messenger came to them, but he cometh not 

back.' 19 Then he sent out a second on horseback, who came to them, and said: 'Thus saith the king: Is it peace?' 

And Jehu answered: 'What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee behind me.' 20 And the watchman told, saying: 'He 

came even unto them, and cometh not back; and the driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi; for he 

driveth furiously.' 21 And Joram said: 'Make ready.' And they made ready his chariot. And Joram king of Israel and 

Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, and they went out to meet Jehu, and found him in the portion of 

Naboth the Jezreelite. 22 And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said: 'Is it peace, Jehu?' And he 

answered: 'What peace, so long as the harlotries of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many?' 23 And 

Joram turned his hands, and fled, and said to Ahaziah: 'There is treachery, O Ahaziah.' 24 And Jehu drew his bow 

with his full strength, and smote Joram between his arms, and the arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk down in 

his chariot. 25 Then said [Jehu] to Bidkar his captain: 'Take up, and cast him in the portion of the field of Naboth 

the Jezreelite; for remember how that, when I and thou rode together after Ahab his father, the LORD pronounced 

this burden against him: 26 Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his sons, saith the 

LORD; and I will requite thee in this plot, saith the LORD. Now therefore take and cast him into the plot of ground, 

according to the word of the LORD.' 27 But when Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled by the way of the 

garden-house. And Jehu followed after him, and said: 'Smite him also in the chariot'; [and they smote him] at the 

ascent of Gur, which is by Ibleam. And he fled to Megiddo, and died there. 30 And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, 

Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her eyes, and attired her head, and looked out at the window. 31 And as Jehu 

entered in at the gate, she said: 'Is it peace, thou Zimri, thy master's murderer?' 32 And he lifted up his face to the 

window, and said: 'Who is on my side? who?' And there looked out to him two or three officers. 33 And he said: 

'Throw her down.' So they threw her down; and some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses; and 

she was trodden under foot. 34 And when he was come in, he did eat and drink; and he said: 'Look now after this 

cursed woman, and bury her; for she is a king's daughter.' 35 And they went to bury her; but they found no more of 

her than the skull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands. 36 Wherefore they came back, and told him. And he 

said: 'This is the word of the LORD, which He spoke by His servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying: In the portion of 

Jezreel shall the dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel; 37 and the carcass of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the 

field in the portion of Jezreel; so that they shall not say: This is Jezebel.'  

 

2 Kings Chapter 10  

1 Now Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. And Jehu wrote letters, and sent to Samaria, unto the rulers of Jezreel, 

even the elders, and unto them that brought up [the sons of] Ahab, saying: 2 'And now as soon as this letter cometh 

to you, seeing your master's sons are with you, and there are with you chariots and horses, fortified cities also, and 

armour; 3 look ye out the best and meetest of your master's sons, and set him on his father's throne, and fight for 

your master's house.' 4 But they were exceedingly afraid, and said: 'Behold, the two kings stood not before him; 

how then shall we stand?' 5 And he that was over the household, and he that was over the city, the elders also, and 

they that brought up the children, sent to Jehu, saying: 'We are thy servants, and will do all that thou shalt bid us; we 

will not make any man king; do thou that which is good in thine eyes.' 6 Then he wrote a letter the second time to 

them, saying: 'If ye be on my side, and if ye will hearken unto my voice, take ye the heads of the men your master's 

sons, and come to me to Jezreel by to-morrow this time.' Now the king's sons, being seventy persons, were with the 

great men of the city, who brought them up. 7 And it came to pass, when the letter came to them, that they took the 

king's sons, and slew them, even seventy persons, and put their heads in baskets, and sent them unto him to Jezreel. 

8 And there came a messenger, and told him, saying: 'They have brought the heads of the king's sons.' And he said: 

'Lay ye them in two heaps at the entrance of the gate until the morning.' 9 And it came to pass in the morning, that 

he went out, and stood, and said to all the people: 'Ye are righteous; behold, I conspired against my master, and slew 

him; but who smote all these? 10 Know now that there shall fall unto the earth nothing of the word of the LORD, 

which the LORD spoke concerning the house of Ahab; for the LORD hath done that which He spoke by His servant 

Elijah.' 11 So Jehu smote all that remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his familiar 



friends, and his priests, until there was left him none remaining. 12 And he arose and departed, and went to Samaria. 

And as he was at the shearing-house of the shepherds in the way, 13 Jehu met with the brethren of Ahaziah king of 

Judah, and said: 'Who are ye?' And they answered: 'We are the brethren of Ahaziah; and we go down to salute the 

children of the king and the children of the queen.' 14 And he said: 'Take them alive.' And they took them alive, and 

slew them at the pit of the shearing-house, even two and forty men; neither left he any of them. 15 And when he 

was departed thence, he lighted on Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming to meet him; and he saluted him, and said 

to him: 'Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy heart?' And Jehonadab answered: 'It is.' 'If it be, [said Jehu,] give 

me thy hand.' And he gave him his hand; and he took him up to him into the chariot. 16 And he said: 'Come with me, 

and see my zeal for the LORD.' So they made him ride in his chariot. 17 And when he came to Samaria, he smote 

all that remained unto Ahab in Samaria, till he had destroyed him, according to the word of the LORD, which He 

spoke to Elijah. 18 And Jehu gathered all the people together, and said unto them: 'Ahab served Baal a little; but 

Jehu will serve him much. 19 Now therefore call unto me all the prophets of Baal, all his worshippers, and all his 

priests, let none be wanting; for I have a great sacrifice to do to Baal; whosoever shall be wanting, he shall not live.' 

But Jehu did it in subtlety, to the intent that he might destroy the worshippers of Baal. 20 And Jehu said: 'Sanctify a 

solemn assembly for Baal.' And they proclaimed it. 21 And Jehu sent through all Israel; and all the worshippers of 

Baal came, so that there was not a man left that came not. And they came into the house of Baal; and the house of 

Baal was filled from one end to another. 22 And he said unto him that was over the vestry: 'Bring forth vestments 

for all the worshippers of Baal.' And he brought them forth vestments. 23 And Jehu went, and Jehonadab the son of 

Rechab, into the house of Baal; and he said unto the worshippers of Baal: 'Search, and look that there be here with 

you none of the servants of the LORD, but the worshippers of Baal only.' 24 And they went in to offer sacrifices 

and burnt-offerings. Now Jehu had appointed him fourscore men without, and said: 'If any of the men whom I bring 

into your hands escape, his life shall be for the life of him.' 25 And it came to pass, as soon as he had made an end 

of offering the burnt-offering, that Jehu said to the guard and to the captains: 'Go in, and slay them; let none come 

forth.' And they smote them with the edge of the sword; and the guard and the captains cast them out, and went to 

the city of the house of Baal. 26 And they brought forth the pillars that were in the house of Baal, and burned them. 

27 And they broke down the pillar of Baal, and broke down the house of Baal, and made it a draught-house, unto 

this day. 28 Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel. 29 Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 

wherewith he made Israel to sin, Jehu departed not from after them, the golden calves that were in Beth-el, and that 

were in Dan. 30 And the LORD said unto Jehu: 'Because thou hast done well in executing that which is right in 

Mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab according to all that was in My heart, thy sons of the fourth 

generation shall sit on the throne of Israel.' 31 But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the LORD, the God of 

Israel, with all his heart; he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, wherewith he made Israel to sin. 32 In those 

days the LORD began to cut Israel short; and Hazael smote them in all the borders of Israel: 33 from the Jordan 

eastward, all the land of Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reubenites, and the Manassites, from Aroer, which is by the 

valley of Arnon, even Gilead and Bashan. 34 Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all that he did, and all his might, 

are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 35 And Jehu slept with his fathers; and they 

buried him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son reigned in his stead. 36 And the time that Jehu reigned over Israel in 

Samaria was twenty and eight years.  

 

2 Kings Chapter 13  

1 In the three and twentieth year of Joash the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began to 

reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned seventeen years. 2 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 

LORD, and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to sin; he departed not 

therefrom. 3 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and He delivered them into the hand of Hazael 

king of Aram, and into the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael, continually. 22 And Hazael king of Aram 

oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz.  

 

Hosea Chapter 1  

1 The word of the LORD that came unto Hosea the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 

kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. 2 When the LORD spoke at first with 

Hosea, the LORD said unto Hosea: 'Go, take unto thee a wife of harlotry and children of harlotry; for the land doth 

commit great harlotry, departing from the LORD.' 3 So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim; and she 

conceived, and bore him a son. 4 And the LORD said unto him: 'Call his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I 

will visit the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to cease the kingdom of the house of Israel. 5 

And it shall come to pass at that day, that I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.'  

 

 

 



2 Kings Chapter 17 

1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began Hoshea the son of Elah to reign in Samaria over Israel, and 

reigned nine years.  

2 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, yet not as the kings of Israel that were before him.  

3 Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria; and Hoshea became his servant, and brought him presents.  

4 And the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea; for he had sent messengers to So king of Egypt, and offered 

no present to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year; therefore the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound 

him in prison.  

5 Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three years.  

6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away unto Assyria, and placed 

them in Halah, and in Habor, on the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.  

7 And it was so, because the children of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God, who brought them up out of 

the land of Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods,  

18 …. the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them out of His sight; there was none left but the tribe of 

Judah only.  

19 Also Judah kept not the commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in the statutes of Israel which they 

practised.  

20 And the LORD rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted them, and delivered them into the hand of spoilers, 

until He had cast them out of His sight. 

21 For He rent Israel from the house of David; and they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king; and Jeroboam drew 

Israel away from following the LORD, and made them sin a great sin.  

22 And the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from them;  

23 until the LORD removed Israel out of His sight, as He spoke by the hand of all His servants the prophets. So 

Israel was carried away out of their own land to Assyria, unto this day.  

 

Sanhedrin 102b  

R. Johanan said: For which good deeds was Omri (Achab's father) rewarded that he obtained the kingdom? Because 

he added one great city to the land of Israel, as it reads [ibid. xvi. 24]: "And he bought the mount Samaria of 

Shemer for two talents of silver, and built on the mount, and called the name of the city which he had built, after the 

name of Shemer, the lord of the mount, Samaria.“ 

Rabbi Yoḥanan says: For what virtue was Ahab privileged to ascend to the monarchy and rule for twenty-two years? 

It is due to the fact that he respected the Torah … What is “the delight of your eyes” that Ahab refused to give Ben-

Hadad after agreeing to give him his wives and his gold? Is it not a Torah scroll? Ahab treated the Torah with 

deference. 

Rav Naḥman says: Ahab was balanced in terms of the mitzvot and transgressions that he performed … Ahab was 

generous with his money and did not scrimp, and since he also benefited Torah scholars with his property, the 

heavenly court expiated half his sins for him. The result was a balance between mitzvot and transgressions.   

 

1 Kings 22: 39 

Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory house which he built, and all the cities that he 

built, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?  

 

Megilla 3a  

(Commentary on Zecharia 12:11) - On that day, the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the mourning for 

Ahab, son of Omri, 

 

Megilla 11a  

The rabbis taught: Three kings reigned over the whole world--Ahab, Ahasuerus, and Nebuchadnezzar. Ahab, as it is 

written [I Kings, xviii. 10]: "As the Lord thy God liveth . . . he caused that kingdom and nation to take an oath . . ."; 

and if they would not be under his dominion, how could he cause them to take an oath?  
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